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THE WARAOS OF VENEZULA
Pastor Miguel Zabala is 45 years old, a former pilot in the Venezuelan Air Force, ordained with the Assembly of God Church.  He writes of his work in Venezuela, specifically regarding the new Harvestime Institute among the Warao ethnic group. 
"The work has been blessed, especially by the teaching material of Harvestime International Network.  Next month we will launch a new institute in the Delta Amacuro State, at the mouth of Orinoco River by the Atlantic Ocean bordering Guyana.  This area consists of 42 communities of the Warao ethnic group who do not know the Lord.  God has supplied a boat and facilities in the Babejane community to enable us to teach the Word.  These people live in houses on poles.  There is no land and everything is built on water."
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 THE WARAO PEOPLE

The Warao people are the second largest Indian group in Venezuela.  On the wide Orinoco River and its fertile delta composed of islands and marshes, Warao people inhabit wall-less, thatched-roof huts built upon stilts for protection against floods.  Sometimes a group of houses is built upon a single large platform of trees.[image: image3.jpg]


   The huts each have a clay cooking pit or oven located in the center, with sleeping hammocks encircling it. The only other furniture sometimes present are wooden stools, often carved in the shapes of animals.  Their main mode of transportation is by canoe.
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The Waraos claim to be descended from an adventurous heavenly figure — the primordial hunter. They believe this man originally dwelt in a sky world which had men, but was completely devoid of all animals except birds. Hunting these heavenly birds, this man used his bow and arrow to strike a bird in mid-air. The bird fell from the sky and eventually hit the heavenly floor. The bird burst through the floor and proceeded through the clouds and towards earth below. The hunter went to the hole in the floor made by the bird, looked through, and saw lush and fertile land (Venezuela).  He resolved to descend to it to partake of its  beauty, abundant game, fruit, etc. The hunter took a long rope of heavenly cotton, tied it to a tree, threw it through the hole, and lowered himself through the clouds to what is now Venezuela.  The Waraos need the Gospel message of the One who truly did come to earth for Venezuela and all the world.
THANKS  FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS

Your gifts to Harvestime enable us to continue this great ministry around the world!  Please remember the Warao people and Pastor Zabala in prayer.  
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